
St. Charles Parent Council Meeting 
October 29, 2018 

 
In attendance:  Melissa Toledo, Jacqueline Dyck, Alana Raymond, Violet Hejnar, Yvette Christoffel, Rob 
Fortier, Leanne Fortier, LeeAnne Evans, Sandra Colangelo, Karolyn Wigelsworth, Sonja Willier, Samantha 
Davidson, Lisa Holts, Amanda Hansen  
 
Meeting called to order at 6:34pm 
Welcome and Introductions 
Opening Prayer: Yvette Christoffel 
Opening Acknowledgment of Treaty 6 Land:  Violet Hejnar 
 
Motion to approve the minutes of the last meeting by Jacqueline Dyck. Second by LeeAnne Evans.  
Motion Passed. 
 
PRESIDENT’S REPORT:   
 
Outgoing Council Members and Election of New Member:   
We would like to acknowledge and thank Vanessa May for her work and dedication to the Treasurer 
Position in the past 2 years.  
 
Jacqueline Dyck nominated Amanda Hansen for the Treasurer position on Parent Council/Society. Second 
by Leanne Fortier.  Motion Passed. Thank you to Amanda Hansen for stepping up to take on this role.   

 
2018-2019 Parent Council Executive 
Parent Council President: Violet Hejnar 
Parent Council Vice President: Alana Raymond 
Parent Society President: Lissa Gaudet 
Parent Society Vice President: Lori Coutts 
Parent Council/Society Treasurer: Amanda Hansen 
Parent Council/Society Secretary: Melissa Toledo 
 
School Council Meeting Dates: 
Dates for Parent Council meetings for the 2018-2019 school year were set.   
October 29, November 26, January 28, March 18, April 29, May 27.   
 
Parent Parking Patrol/Parking issues: 
Parking around the school has become an issue again.  Parents are using the parking lot to drop of 
children, which is unsafe for everyone.  This also results in insufficient parking spaces available for staff at 
St. Charles and Baturyn Playschool.  The school is working with Baturyn Community League to review 
bylaws and to get signs in the parking lot to make it easier to enforce the rules. It was discussed that it 
might not be the best idea to have parents patrolling the parking lot, as there could be liability issues, and 
it could cause conflict.  It was discussed that if the issue continues to worsen, the school should contact 
the Police to come and enforce the rules.  It was also recommended to send out a specific email to all 
parents highlighting the expectations with respect to parking and student drop off, and the importance of 
safety around our school.   
 
Healthy Hunger Hot Lunch Subsidy and Snacks:  
Discussion about providing hot lunches for kids in need.  In the past, the school administration has 
organized the ordering of lunches for families in need and Parent Council has provided up to $500 per 
year from the Healthy Hunger Profits to cover the costs of those lunches. Karolyn Wigelsworth 
recommended that we use the profits from Healthy Hunger to also provide periodical treat/snack days for 
the whole school.  This item will be voted at the Parent Society Meeting. 
 
 



In September, Council members were notified by email of a request to provide funding to purchase snacks 
like granola bars for children in need at St. Charles.  In the past, we have provided up to $300 for this.  In 
the emails, it was agreed by all to provide up to $300 for snacks for children in need.  Copies of emails are 
on file.   

 
Christmas Hampers: 
Parent Council typically provides $100 gift cards to be added to Christmas Hampers donated through the 
school to help St. Charles families in need.  Once the school has identified how many families we are 
planning to provide Christmas Hampers for, a request will be made to Parent Council for the donations. 
This item will be voted at next month’s Parent Society meeting. 
 
Fundraising:   
ADmazing Ticket Packs:  Leanne Fortier 
This year’s campaign has not been as successful as other years.  Usually we make about $2400 profit on 
this fundraiser, but we are currently only at about $1100 profit for this year.  Sales are down from previous 
years, possibly due to the fact that the price went up to $25 this year.  Also, it seems like everyone does 
this fundraiser, so it can be a tough sell.  It was discussed that we might need to look into a different 
fundraising option for the future.   
 
FundScrip Gift Card Fundraiser:  Sandra Colangelo 
FundScrip is a gift card fundraiser where people can purchase gift cards from a list of retailers, and a 
percentage from each card purchased is given to the school.  Percentages range from 2%-10% depending 
on the retailer.   
We ran our paper campaign in November 2017.  In that campaign, we had about $30,000.00 in orders 
making about $1200.00 in profit.  It was a lot of work to organize.  We discussed running the online 
campaign for the 2018-2019 school year. Sandra Colangelo will get the account set up and the School 
Administration will send out information to parents on how to place orders for gift cards to support our 
school.   
 
WEM Choice Passes Fundraiser:  Leanne Fortier 
Leanne Fortier looked into WEM Choice passes as a fundraiser option.  It is not as good as organizing an 
event evening that we sell tickets to attend. It just offers a discount on the ticket prices, so it is not a great 
fundraising option for us.  
 
Oil Kings Tickets Fundraiser:  Violet Hejnar 
Violet Hejnar mentioned that she knows an organization who fundraises with Oil Kings Tickets.  She will 
look into the details on that as an option for the next meeting.   
 
St. Charles Parish Fundraiser – Family Tree:  Leanne Fortier 
Leanne Fortier mentioned that St. Charles Parish is holding a fundraiser where families and groups can 
purchase a leaf, acorn, rock or dove for the family tree.  Your leaf can be engraved with your name and it 
will be displayed on the Family Tree Wall at St. Charles Parish.  This might be a nice option for the 
students at St. Charles to raise money to donate towards, especially since the School and the Parish are 
so closely connected.  The School Administration will discuss possibly fitting this into one of their Social 
Justice fundraising options through the year.  
 
Filing Cabinet for Parent Council:   
Thanks to Leanne Fortier and Serena Edmonds for cleaning out the Parent Council filing cabinet.  We now 
have an organized space to store Parent Council related documents. Meeting Minutes, Treasurer Reports 
and other documentation should be kept in this cabinet to be accessible for Parent Council.  

 
 
 
 
 



SCHOOL ADMINISTRATION REPORT:  Sonja Willier 
 
School Start up/Enrollment/Meet the Teacher Night:   
We had a great turnout for the Meet the teacher night this year.  It was nice to see so many parents out to 
get to know their children’s teachers.  Our enrollment this year is 310 students.  This number is down from 
last year where we had 330 students.  The trend in the last few years has been a slight decline, possibly 
due to a change in the population in the area.  Historically, St. Charles has not done any advertising to 
increase enrollment.  Parents are encouraged to keep the word out about St. Charles.  The school would 
look into possible advertising if this trend continues.   
 
Digital Citizenship:  Samantha Davidson 
Note that students, parents and teachers will be required to sign the Responsible Use Agreement for using 
technology at school.  This will help to ensure everyone understands their accountability when it comes to 
the use and care of technology devices.   
 
The question was asked about cell phones at school and what the policy is.  The policy in the Grade 6 
classrooms is that phones must be turned off, and that the student is responsible for their device.  Options 
for storing the phones in a lock box during the day is available to students if they wish.  Teachers want 
students to understand that they are responsible for their device if they are choosing to bring them to 
school.   
 
Grade 6 Camp:  Lisa Holts 
Thank you to the Parent Council for their help in covering the costs of the Grade 6 Camp this year.  The 
students went to a new camp this year, Camp Yowochas, which was a lot closer than Pioneer Ranch. 
Everyone was really happy with the camp.  There were plenty of different activities for the students 
including archery, zipline, orienteering, and obstacle courses.  The facility was very clean and the program 
was well organized.  The students had a lot of fun and it was a great bonding experience for them.  The 
only cons from the camp were that the students were a bit too scheduled.  There was very little down time.  
The camp organizers were open to feedback from the school, and we are excited to take our Grade 6 
classes there again next year.  We are booked for the second week in October 2019. 
 
MakerSpace:  Samantha Davidson 
MakerSpace is still going strong this year.  Students at all grade levels will have opportunities to use the 
space to create and innovate based on the curriculum and outcome expectations for their grade.  The 
school has allocated a $500 budget to purchase consumables for the MakerSpace.  They rely on 
donations for the rest of their supplies.  The school is always accepting donations of recyclable and 
reusable items for the space.  Items like egg cartons, paper towel rolls, plastic containers, Lego, fabric, 
ribbon, etc. are great for this space.  Mrs. Davidson will send out periodic requests for supplies for the 
MakerSpace room.  
 
Following the STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Math) Samantha Davidson requested $300 
from Parent Council to purchase some Code-a-pillars for the school to support their Technology learning 
at the younger grade levels.  This item was discussed in detail at the Parent Council meeting will be voted 
on at the Parent Society meeting.   
 
Winter Clothing/Food Drive:   
A big thanks to all parents, staff and students for the donations towards our winter clothing and food drive.  
Our drive this year supports families in need within our St. Charles School community and also in support 
of St. Alphonsus School. Note: St. Charles is continuing with the year-long food donation shelf.  Non-
perishables can be donated to the school any time and will be provided to our families in need or to the 
food bank. 
 
 
 
 



Celebrations/Assemblies/Social Justice: 
A list of the School Celebrations and Assemblies, as well as the Social Justice programs planned for the 
year, was sent out with the newsletter.  Some of the Social Justice events planned include the Halloween 
Carnival, Food Bank and Winter Clothing Donations, Operation Christmas Child, Christmas Hampers, 
Serving sandwiches and soup to the homeless, Granola Bar collection for St. Alphonsus School, and the 
St. Charles Market.  Thanks to all families for their support of these initiatives throughout the year.  
   
Christmas Concert:  
The Christmas Concert will be held at St. Charles Parish on December 13th at 6:30pm.  Mrs. Sech will 
need some help with costumes this year.  If you can offer assistance, please contact the office.  Mrs. 
Willier will ask Mrs. Sech if there will be a dress rehearsal at the school during the day before the concert 
evening.  This has been done in past years and allows grandparents or other family members to see the 
students perform if they are unable to attend the evening concert.  It also means less people trying to 
squeeze into the church for the concert.   
 
Accountability Pillar:   
Our results this year on the Accountability Pillar showed that we have some areas where we are excelling 
in, while we also have other areas where improvement is needed.  It is important to remember that PATs 
are a snapshot and should not be the only metric considered when assessing how we are doing.  However, 
it is still a good indication of areas where work is needed.  In summary, we are doing very well in 
Language Arts and Social Studies, as we are maintaining high results in these areas.  Improvement is 
needed in Science and Math.  The school has reviewed the PAT results have determined areas where 
improvements can be made to help students to be more successful in these areas.  Parents can review 
the complete Account Pillar Report on the website for Alberta Education.   

 
Field Trips:   
A Big Thanks to Parent Council/Society for providing funds to make school field trips more affordable for 
families. This could not be possible without your help!  
   
The School Administration presented a projected budget for field trips for the 2018-2019 school year.  If 
we continue to cover field trips as we have in the past, covering 100% of Skiing and Skating, 50% of the 
rest of the field trips, and 100% of the second week of Zumba, the total projected Parent council cost 
would be $36,698.42.  This number is up slightly from last year, but includes a second week of Zumba. 
This item will be voted on at the Parent Society Meeting.   
 
Zumba and Alberta Opera:   
At St. Charles we like to provide cultural opportunities for our students.  We are excited that the school is 
booked for the Zumba Residency again this year after a successful program last year.  The Zumba 
Residency will run January 7-11, 2019, and Zumba Bootcamp will run January 28 – February 1, 2019.  We 
also invite back Alberta Opera – Pinocchio April 12, 2019. Parents are always welcome to come and join 
us for these activities.  Thanks again to Parent Council for helping us to bring these opportunities to our 
school. 

 
Next Meeting will be November 26, 2018 @ 6:30pm. 
Meeting Adjourned at 8:35pm 


